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Results of Our Big Conversation July 2015 
 

Purpose of Big Conversation:  
To provide pupils with an opportunity to have a say about the cross-curricular topic themes 
to be planned for next year.  
 
Context: 
The school has recently taken on a new approach, particularly in Key Stage 2, which aims to 
provide pupils with deeper learning experiences across the curriculum, particularly in the 
foundation subjects. The timetable has been rearranged and additional teaching hours 
funded to enable all year groups to be taught for the foundation subjects as well as the core 
subjects. 
Pupils in Key Stage 2 follow a half-termly cycle in which they become geographers, 
historians, design and technologists (etc) every afternoon for a week, so that they can 
explore and develop the characteristics of effective learning in a range of subjects. A topic 
‘theme’ is chosen to enable pupils to make connections between areas of learning.  
 
In their last Big Conversation, pupils made it clear that they liked the new approach, 
particularly in Key Stage 2, but that they would like to have a say on the topic themes 
chosen for next year. 
 
 

The Question:  
Pupils in mixed age groups discussed the following questions: 

1. What topic themes would you like to learn about next year? 

Results of the Pupils’ Discussions: 
Pupils said that they would like to study the following topic themes: 

• Earth and Space (most mentioned) 
• The history of chocolate 
• Animals / birds / pets 
• The environment 
• The world / countries of the world 
• Insects and mini-beasts 
• Ice creatures 
• Under the sea 
• The history of fashion 
• Nocturnal animals 
• The Victorians 
• The human body 
• Dragons 
• Dinosaurs 
• Sport / the history of sport 
• Kings and Queens 
• The World Wars 
• The Tudors 
• Maps 
• The Georgians 
• The Stone Ages 
• The Vikings 
• Stonehenge 
• Crystals and gems 
• Castles 
• Landmarks 
• Anglo Saxons 
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• Nature 
• Plants and flowers 
• Natural disasters 
• Farming 
• North American Indians 
 

 

Next steps: 
Mrs Phillips will report the results of this Big Conversation to staff members on the training 
day on the last day of term. 
Staff will plan a programme of topic themes, one per half term, based on as many of these 
preferences as possible.  
Mrs Phillips will ensure that pupils have another Big Conversation in July next year so that 
they can have a say in next year’s topic themes. 
 


